Insect |ID Lab at Virginia Tech

16 September 2026



Who We Are

Eric Day Dr. Patricia Wooden Dr. Theresa Dellinger
Lab Manager Emeritus Lab Manager Diagnostician Emeritus
* Wood Boring Beetles e K-12 Outreach  Bark Beetles
* |Invasive Species  Wetland Systems * |Invasive Species
 Christmas Trees * Endemics

* |Invasive Species



Who We Are

Amber Thompson Nick Collins Robin Crum
Diagnostician Student Diagnostician Student Diagnostician
* 4H Programming * Parasitoid Wasps * Urban Entomology
* Bees & Beekeeping * Biological Control * Homeowner and Pest Control

* Invasive Species Extension



What We Do

IDENTIFICATIONS

VCE Agents &
Direct Submissions

PUBLICATIONS
Fact Sheets & PMG

PUBLIC
SURVI_EYS ENGAGEMENT
Inva_swe K-12, Guest
Species & Speaking, &

Conservation Media



Changes in 2026

Eric retired in late 2025

* He now volunteers once a week on curatorial
projects

Pat started March 2026

Tree retired in August 2026

Amber joined in August 2026



Changes in 2026

* Ericretired in late 2025
* He now volunteers once a week on curatorial
projects

* Pat started March 2026

* Labisreceiving a face lift
* New floors
* New ceiling
* Removal of defunct equipment

* Fresh paint



Changes in 2026

* Ericretiredin late 2025
* He now volunteers once a week on curatorial
projects
* Pat started March 2026

* Labisreceiving a face lift
* Newfloors
* New ceiling
* Removal of defunct equipment
* Fresh paint

* Please provide notice if walking in



2026 In Pests

420 Samples
Counties

11 Out of State
37 Plant Disease Clinic Clients



Why Submit Samples?
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Nancy Hinkle, University of Georgia, Bugwood.org



Why Submit Samples?



Why Submit Samples?

Additional information through reports and fact sheets
|dentifications provided free of charge

Any agent can submit a sample, regardless of specialty
|dentifications of life stages, damage, and plant responses
Client escalation as needed



How to Submit Samples
Mail-In

* Fill out the Agent Form

 Available on the VCE Publications site
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/444/444-113/444-113.html


https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/444/444-113/444-113.html
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/444/444-113/444-113.html
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/444/444-113/444-113.html
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/444/444-113/444-113.html
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/444/444-113/444-113.html

How to Submit Samples
Mail-In

* Agent Information
* Must be submitting agent
* New email spaces!
* EMGs can fill out the remainder of the
form, but reports are sent to the agent
* Will cc Help Desks and Administrative
Assistant if requested



How to Submit Samples
Mail-In

e Grower/Homeowner Information
* Only name will be in report
e Address allows us to find more context



How to Submit Samples
Mail-In

 Sample Information
* You may not have information for every

blank
* Provide the information you know



How to Submit Samples
Mail-In

e |[nsects should be submitted in a small amount of ethanol in

provided mailing tube
* Mailing tube should be stuffed with absorbent materials in case of

spills in transit



How to Submit Samples
Mail-In

* Fill out the Identification Request Form
* Mail to:
Insect Identification Laboratory
216 Price Hall, MC 0319
170 Drillfield Dr. Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061



How to Submit Samples
Mail-In

* Damaged Plant Material
* Placed in a plastic bag, vented
* Mailed in tube or box
* Keep in refrigerator until mailing
* Mail early in the week for freshness



How to Submit Samples
Virtual

* Take A Photograph
* Good photographs are
o C le a r :jg:visol(_je‘:(r)r;rgne, Bavarian State Research Center for Agriculture,
* On a contrasting background
* Contain the entire insect
* Have a size reference

Kenner Love, VCE, VTIIL submission



How to Submit Samples
Virtual

e Submita
Microsoft form

* Space to attach
Images



How to Submit Samples
Virtual



How to Submit Samples
Questions

e Emailus atInsectiDLab@vt.edu
e Old forms have idlab@vt.edu. Thatis no

longer our inbox.
* Callus at (540) 231-4899


mailto:InsectIDLab@vt.edu
mailto:idlab@vt.edu

How to Submit Samples
Walk-In

 205A Price Hall
* Open 9-4:30 Monday-Friday
* Closed for University Holidays
* An opportunity to learn the insect and its
damage
 Call ahead for availability



Sample Reports
IClinic
* Reports are sent to the agent and additional emails (admin

assistants, EMG Help Desks) included in the form
* We do not typically respond to the client directly



Sample Reports
i C I i n i C Identification: SPRINGTAILS

Category: Insects or Mites

Comments: Springtails found inside houses or buildings are associated with high humidity. They feed on algae, mildew,
and other organic matter. Consider using a dehumidifier or increasing the air flow to reduce the moisture
in rooms where these are found. Springtails found in bathrooms are often controlled by cleaning tiles
and grout to remove the organic matter on which they feed. Floors, windowsills, or door jambs with large
numbers of springtails may need to be similarly cleaned. Pesticide treatments alone will not address

the moisture issues, but cleaning and reducing the humidity levels will discourage springtail populations
without the need for pesticide application.

Springtails do not bite.

For more information, see

Virginia Cooperative Extension Pest Management Guides

irces.ext.vt.edu/contentdetail?contentid=2377)
ources.ext.vt.edu/contentdetail?contentid=2376)
contentdetail?contentid=2715)
1ttps://resources.ext.vt.edu/contentdetail?contentid=2379)

s.ext.vt.edu/contentdetail?contentid=2373)

Virginia Cooperative Extension

1ttp: //www.ext.vt. edu/)



Public Engagement
In-Person & Virtual Events

« EMG Events

* Pesticide Re-Certification Courses
* Virginia Tech and VCE Workshops
 K-12 Outreach

* Providing Resources



Contact Us

InsectiIDLab@vt.edu
(540) 231-4899

Any Questions?


mailto:InsectIDLab@vt.edu
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